Directions for using a Flip video camera
These video cameras are quite simple to use.  The Flip cameras require either a Flip dual battery pack (already inserted) or 2 AA batteries.  We generally use the rechargeable battery packs for flights.  

Charging the Flip Camera:

There is a USB connector that is attached on the side of the Flip camera.  Just attach it to a computer through an open USB port and allow it to charge for approximately 2 hours.  

The following are directions for the use of the Flip Cameras:

1. Turn on the power button (this is the silver button on the side). 

2. When first powering one up you may need to set the time and date. 

3. Press the red recording button.  This will start recording process. Flip cameras can record for 2 hours (nearly enough for a full balloon flight) but beware – Flip HD cameras can only record for about 1 hour at a time then they need to be restarted.  Hence we rarely fly HD Flip cameras, just standard ones. 

Extraction of the video off of the Flip Camera:

1. You can play the video back on the camera, but only in real time so we rarely do so except when testing.  Instead, we always download video files to our computers and view (and edit) them there.

2. Plug the Flip camera directly into a USB port on a computer.

3. The computer should open the folder automatically. Otherwise, open the My Computer icon and find the the “Flip” folder in the computer icon.  This should open a video media file either with Real Media Player or Windows Media Player or what your computer generally uses to play videos.  

4. We recommend you download all flight videos to a computer promptly after every flight, in case the Flip camera memory were accidently to get erased or overwritten. 

Erasing the video file(s) on the Flip Camera (must do this prior to every flight):

1. Turn on the Flip camera.

2. Press the Trash button. 

3. Scroll and highlight the “Yes” button.

Caution – all videos will be erased, so make sure you only do this after important files (from previous flights) have been saved!
