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Minutes of IT Curriculum Committee Meeting 
January 28, 2008 
 
Present:  Present: A. McCormick (ChEn & Chair), T. Shield (AEM), R. Humphreys (Astro),    
B. He (BME), K Mann (Chem), T. LaPara (CivE), G. Nadathur (CSE), L. Francis (CEMS), W. Durfee 
(ME), Ann R. Kapuscienski, FWCB, kapus001@umn.edu, P. Strykowski (ITSS), D. Frank (Math), J. 
Kakalios (Phys), A. Pineles (ITSS), J. Anderegg (IT Honors), J. Walstedt (ITSS). 
 

1) Minutes from November 26, 2007 were APPROVED. 
2) Actions on courses were taken; see chart below. 

 
 

Agenda for January 28, 2008 IT Curriculum Committee Meeting  
 

            (shaded items for information only) 
In red – comments from a previous meeting or provisional approval 

CD = Catalog Description 
CP = Catalog Prerequisite 
EP = Enforced Prerequisite 
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Additional Items 

 
• Program Changes 

 
 APPROVED.  Astronomy – See Attachment #2. - <Department will enter in PCAS and send on for approval.] 
  
 APPROVED.  Math -  See Attachment #3  - APPROVED.   
 

APPROVED.  Sustainability Minor – See Attachment #4. 
 
APPROVED.  Physics – See Attachment #5 - Make Phys 2201 a required Physics course.  [Department will  
 enter in PCAS and send on for approval.] 
 

• TABLED.  Biol 1011, Tech Writing, Intro. to Engineering: Post-ABET plans?  [For the next meeting]. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 - BMEn Co-op Program (submitted by Prof. Bin He) 
 

** DRAFT ** 
 

Proposal for Co-Op Program in the B.Bm.E. Program 
 

 
The Department of Biomedical Engineering has determined that implementing a co-op program is in the interests of its students, because it 
will provide valuable industrial/professional experience that co-op programs are widely known to provide.  A co-op experience may also 
provide a springboard to full-time employment for the student upon graduation. 
 
The elements of the program will be as follows: 
 
The co-op period will consist of full-time employment with a company related to biomedical engineering products or services during a 
contiguous fall and spring semester sequence, to start following in the fall following completion of the junior year.  (Companies will be 
encouraged to hire the student as an intern the summer before and after the co-op period, but the co-op period itself consists of the fall and 
spring semesters.)  
 
Students will register for 3-credits (BMEn 4xxx) in both the fall and spring semesters.  The student must submit a report at the end of each 
semester and give a presentation at the end of the spring semester describing their co-op project; the grades for BMEn 4xxx are determined 
entirely by these requirements. 
 
Important Points: 
 
The student is committing to work full-time for the same company for the fall and spring semesters. 
 
The co-op project must be set forth in writing by the company and approved by the faculty co-op coordinator (FCOC) in the Department prior 
to commencing a co-op experience, and any substantive change in the nature of the project must be approved by the FCOC. 
 
By registering for 3-credits of BMEn 4xxx, the student will maintain part-time student status; students are responsible for assessing the 
implications of part-time status for scholarships and other forms of financial support. 
 
The student is responsible for the cost of these credits (offset by an expected average salary of ~$20,000 during the co-op period). 
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Because of the requirement that students take the BME senior design sequence in the same academic year, participation in the co-op program 
will generally require 5 years to complete all degree requirements.  
 
The 6 co-op credits will count toward the B.Bm.E. ESE requirement of engineering electives (n.b. credit for directed research will not be 
counted toward the ESE requirement if credit for co-op is awarded). This will reduce the course load in the senior (5th) year; graduating seniors 
may only need to take less than 13 credits per semester in their senior year to graduate and should file a Request for Reduced Credit Load 
accordingly. 
 
The reports will be 10 pages and 15 pages in length for the fall and spring semesters, respectively, and the presentation will be 15 min long 
(including 5 min for questions), being made to a faculty member in the Department of Biomedical Engineering during finals week of spring 
semester.  The report must be pre-approved by the immediate company supervisor of the student.  It must summarize the technical work 
accomplished (i.e. the non-proprietary component) and describe its relation to technical coursework already completed by the student, and it 
must summarize the non-technical professional development experiences that resulted from the co-op experience.  The presentation must focus 
on the technical work accomplished. 
 
The University’s Career Center for Science and Engineering will facilitate placement of students (e.g. provide for scheduling of on-campus 
interviews for companies seeking co-op students) and students are expected to register with the Center by January 1st preceding the fall the co-
op would start; however, there is no guarantee that a student seeking a co-op position will obtain one. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 – PROPOSED PROGRAM CHANGES IN ASTRONOMY 
 
 
Dr. McCormick and Dr. Strykowski:  
 
I'm writing to you on behalf of the Astronomy Department with regard to a new course we plan to enter into PCAS.  I only learned this 
morning that Physics 2201 has been approved as a new course for the Physics program.  This course is now to be a required course for the 
Astronomy B.S. and B.A. degrees and needs to be submitted through PCAS.  I had hoped to get the information entered into PCAS today (in 
time for the Curriculum Committee meeting next Monday, 1/28) but I'm afraid that may not be possible.  
 
Nominations for Graduate School Fellowships for new graduate students beginning Fall 2008 are due tomorrow, Friday, January 25th, at 
12:00pm.  Because of this and the steps involved in putting together the nomination packets, my time right now must be focused on these 
nominations in order to meet the deadline.  
 

My hope is to begin working on the course entry into PCAS tomorrow afternoon but I may not be able to complete it by the end of the day.  
This will be my first time needing to make any type of entry into the fairly new PCAS system.(except for a few random entries during the 
training session last July) so I'm not very familiar with it.  
 
I'd like to request that adding Physics 2201 to the Astronomy degree programs be put on the agenda for next Monday's Curriculum 
Committee meeting in the hopes of it being discussed and given interim approval.  (We want this new program requirement to be effective 
for students who will be sophomores as of their Fall 2008 registration.)  I will follow-up by getting the course submitted through PCAS next 
week.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and if there's any further information you need before next Monday's meeting, please let me know.  I 
appreciate your time and effort on this request.  
 
Best regards,  
 
Terry Thibeault  
Department of Astronomy  

--  
Terry L. Thibeault, Executive Assistant  
University of Minnesota  
Department of Astronomy  
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ATTACHMENT #4 – PCAS  Approval Request 
 Sustainability Studies Minor – hard copy distributed at the meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENT #5 – Physics  

From ECAS Submission Phys 2201:  It appears that Physics will now require the existing course Phys 
2201.  
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